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Legislation 
 

HB 1354 – Enacted 2012 

HB 595 – Enacted 2013 
 



Topics 
• Cameras & Photos  

• Challenged Voter Affidavits 

• Religious Exemption Form 

• Changes in Ballot Clerk Procedure  

• Recording Out-of-State Drivers 
Licenses  

• Delivery of Absentee Ballots 
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RSA 657:17 – Absentee Ballot Delivery 

• RSA 657:17 Procedure by Voter. After marking 
the ballot, the voter or the person assisting a 
blind voter shall enclose and seal the same in an 
inner envelope. The voter shall execute the 
affidavit. The voter or the person assisting the 
blind voter shall enclose and seal the inner 
envelope with the affidavit in an outer envelope. 
The voter shall then endorse on the outer 
envelope his or her name, address, and voting 
place and shall mail the envelope, affixing 
postage, or personally deliver it… 



RSA 657:17 – Absentee Ballot Delivery 

…or have it delivered by the voter’s spouse, 
parent, sibling, or child to the city or town clerk 
from whom it was sent. The city or town clerk 
shall not accept an absentee ballot from a family 
member unless the family member completes a 
form provided by the secretary of state, which 
shall be maintained by the city or town clerk, 
and the family member presents a government-
issued photo identification or has his or her 
identity verified by the city or town clerk. 

 



Obtain Signed Form from Family 
Members 

• The city or town clerk shall not accept an 
absentee ballot hand-delivered by a spouse, 
parent, sibling or child of the voter unless the 
family member completes a form provided by 
the secretary of state, which shall be 
maintained by the city or town clerk, and the 
family member presents a government-issued 
photo identification or has his or her identity 
verified by the city or town clerk. 

 



 
 

Laminated Flap to Place Over Mail 
Delivery Slot in Clerks Office 

  
 

STOP 
No Ballots 

 
Deliver absentee 

ballots in person to 
clerk. 



Closing the Mail Slot 

• Some clerks may choose to close their mail 
slot during the election period. (Others, like 
town clerk/tax collectors, may be less flexible.)  
 

• Closing the mail slot might help prevent 
people from dropping off absentee ballots 
without verifying who delivered the ballot. 

 

• Closing the mail slot may reduce the number 
of absentee ballots that cannot be counted. 

 



Instructions to be printed on Yellow Colored Paper 
and inserted in mail with regular absentee ballots sent 

to domestic absentee voters 

 • Please try to use the U.S. Postal Service or a 
standard currier service to return your absentee 
ballot.   

• If you are unable to mail or hand deliver the 
absentee ballot yourself, a parent, spouse, sibling 
or child may hand deliver it for you.   
• It must be hand-delivered to the clerk’s office in 

person.  

• Absentee ballots should not be left in a box, on a 
desk, or with anyone other than the town clerk or 
clerk’s staff. 
 



Delivery Slots at Some Clerks Offices 
 

• The city or town clerk shall not accept an 
absentee ballot from a voter’s spouse, parent, 
sibling or child unless the family member 
completes a form provided by the secretary of 
state and the voter’s spouse, parent, sibling or 
child presents a government-issued photo 
identification or has his or her identity verified 
by the city or town clerk. 

 



If the clerk receives an absentee ballot that 
has been dropped off by someone… 

• The clerk should contact the voter on the return 
address and request that whoever delivered the 
absentee ballot appear in person and verify that 
they delivered it.  

• If the voter appears, no photo ID is required.  

• If the voter’s spouse, parent, sibling, or child 
delivered the ballot,  they must appear in person 
before the clerk, complete an Absentee Ballot 
Return Form, and show government-issued 
identification or be verified.  

 

 



Dropped-off Absentee Ballots 

• If the clerk has been unable to verify the person who 
dropped off an absentee ballot at the clerk’s office, 
the ballot should not be accepted by the clerk.  

• The absentee ballot should be retained by the clerk 
and not delivered to the moderator on Election Day.  

• The rejected reason on the clerk’s absentee ballot 
report and in ElectioNet should be  

– “Envelope not Delivered by Mail, Voter, Spouse, 
Parent, Sibling or Child”.  



Election Day Processing 
If, before 5 PM on Election Day, a voter’s spouse, 
parent, sibling or child delivers the voter’s 
absentee ballot to the clerk’s office and a member 
of the clerk’s staff is available (in person) to:  

 Receive the absentee ballot,  

 Receive Absentee Ballot Return Form, and  

 Verify the identity of the bearer,  

the absentee ballot should be provided to the 
moderator on Election Day for processing. 

 RSA 657:17 & RSA 657:22. 



Retention 
 Clerks shall retain the marked absentee ballots 

according to the standard ballot retention 
periods 
– 22 months (or until outstanding legal issues are resolved)  

– 60 days (or until outstanding legal issues are resolved)  

• The CVA investigation process can be expected 
to take at least 22 months, even for local 
elections. 



Retention 
 If there is a recount, most marked absentee 

ballots, included those that the moderator 
rejected, will be found in the sealed boxes 
containing ballots. 

 If there is a recount, clerks shall supply any 
additional marked absentee ballots in their 
possession, associated application forms, and 
Absentee Ballot Return Forms to: 

 Secretary of State (if a state recount), or  

 Local officials (if a local recount) 

 



Questions? 


